Through the drug-eluting stent labyrinth.
For interventional cardiologists restenosis has represented the main limit for the successful long-term treatment of coronary artery disease. The past 2 years witnessed the extraordinary results of drug-eluting stents (DES), putting this technique at the center stage. The safety and efficacy of sirolimus and paclitaxel-eluting stents have been proved in large prospective, multicenter, randomized trials (RAVEL, SIRIUS, TAXUS II). It is possible that the introduction of DES will lead to substantial changes in the therapeutic and/or the economic strategies of the treatment of ischemic coronary artery disease (increase in the complexity of patients treated, reduction in surgical indications, growing costs). Realizing the potential value of this technology will require the successful management of more complex coronary situations (for lesions and patients characteristics). Many extreme situations are still unexplored, although for some of them studies are currently in progress or already being planned.